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Critical DISSERTATION 


T1iTUS iii. Fer. 10, and 11. 


/ , ( 


N &8 cCbriſt's Myſteries, who are commiſſion'd 
BY I | Son 7d/ickly to teach, to lay open ſuch Fal- 
Sel lacies, as are publickly taught, are gilds 
— LB ed over, and ſet off, that they may 
Ne take with the unwary, eſpecially when 
they threaten the Corruption, not only of Decrines, 
but alſo of the Scriptures themſelves, by a diminution 
of them, if not in their Text, yet in their Uſe and E 
fet, Tis upon this View, that the following Diſ- 
courſe is made publick, to vindicate the Power of the 
Church to cenſure Hereticks, from this Paſſage, on 
which it has been built both by ancient and modern 
Divines. RT | 
And yet, after the Words have ſtood almoſt 17 
hundred Years, as a Rule of Church Diſcipline, they 
are at length diſcarded from its Service by a modern 
Writer, are handled, as tho they had their Place, on- 
ly to ſwell the ſacred dey and are conſider'd, as 


% 
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4 Mr. FOS TER Notion 


to us of little, or no ſignification. For, it ſeems ac- 


cording to this Author, the Direction relates only to 
Titus, that *tis the moſt diſficult thing in the World to 
form any Judgment now of Hereticks, and therefore 
that a Chriſtian Biſhop cannot from hence be authorized 
to cenſure them. We are not here to throw out Su{- 
picions about the view and end of this Notion, whe- 
ther it be to humble Churchmen, to make us form chari- 
table Sentiments of thoſe who have fingular Notions in 
Religion, or whether it is a bare ſcreening Explication ; 
but we will ſuppoſe it to be an Eſſay towards the plain, 
naked Truth ; and tho' we ſhould differ in Sentiments, 
will join Hands in the ſearch ; and conſider the Words 
honeſtly and ſincerely, in order to come to their true 
and genuine Senſe, and to make the Deductions which 
naturally flow from them. | 
Thoſe, who are moderately inſtructed in Scripture 
Knowledge, muſt be inform'd, that Titus, who was an 
illuſtrious Convert of St. Paul's, was plac'd by him 
in Crete with the Care of the Churches there, and that 
it was his Province to preſide over, and govern even 


thoſe, who were to govern others. Under this weigh- 
ty Charge he endeavours to aid and aſſiſt his Labours 
by ſome general Maxims of Church-Government, which 


were ſeemingly of ftanding Inſtruction to preſerve the 


Unity of the Church, amongſt which this Paſſage, and | 


the Context are remarkable. But avoid fooliſh Queſti- 
ons, and Genealegies, and Contentions, and ſtrivings a- 
bout the Law, for they are unprofitable and vain. A | 
Man, that is an Heretick, after the firſt and ſecond Ad- 
monition rejett, knowing, that be, that is ſuch, is ſub- | 
verted, and ſinneth, being condemn'd of himſelf. Both 


theſe Precepts are calculated to the end the Chriſtian | 


Brethren might dwell together in Unity : The former 
relates to the idle Diſputes, which were maintain'd by 
the philoſophizing and judaizing Chriſtians, who re- 
tain'd a Taint of their old Principles, and propos'd 
Queſtions, as matcyialaRoints, to be diſcuſs'd amongſt 
— EG Chriſtians, 
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Chriſtians, which were of foreign Concernment ; or 
were for looking back to the other inſtituted Religion, 
teaching the Uſe of Genealogical Tables, and of Circum- 
ciſion, which were fooliſh, as the Pagan Superſtition 
and Jewiſb Inſtitution were aboliſh*d, and which only 
tended to Diſcord and Wrangles ; from whence, as 
the Apoſtle to Timothy takes Notice, came Envy, 
Strife, Railings, evil Surmizings, and ſo broke the 
Band of moral Unity. The latter was deſign'd againſt 
thoſe, who would not ſubmit to the preſcrib'd Forms 
of the Church, would chuſe Tenets for themſelves, 
who with their Eſpouſers and Abettors made Sets and 
Parties, and ſo broke the Band of eccleſiaſtical Unity. 
If this be the true Occaſion of theſe two Precepts, and 
it is ſupported by Antiquity and good Reaſon, they are 
to be thus paraphras'd. —Encourage not thoſe who 
are of a diſputatious Temper, who would argue about nice 
and vain Punctilio's, whether of Gentile or Fewiſh Ori- 
pinal, which lead to no good, but tend to ehe Con- 
tention and Confuſion, Clamour and Noiſe: And as to 
an Heretick, let not him neither raiſe endleſs Diſputes 
among, the Brethren ; but after he has been once and 
again admoni/p*'d, declare him a Perſon not to be ac- 
knowledg'd of the Chriſtian Society, or of common and 
familiar Converſe, This Interpretation ſeems to be 
moſt juſt, as the Term #272xgiver, from whence comes 
the Word in the Original, which is render'd Self-con- 
demn'd, generally ſignifies to paſs Sentence as a Judge, 
who inflicts a Puniſhment ; ſo that the Word A 
Tx e, condemn'd of himſelf, muſt be ill us'd, when 
it is taken barely to ſignify one, who finds himſelf 
guilty, and is Self-conſcious, that he does wrong, ſince 
it ſhould imply ſomething further, an infi#tion of Pu- 
nihment for ſo doing. And then the Word ſtands as 


an Elegance in the Paſſage, which is not uncommon 


with St. Paul, meaning not, that he formally inflicts a 
Puniſhment, as ſuch, upon himſelf; but that by his 
Sin and Folly in ſeparation, he, by his own voluntary 

. Act, 
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AF, puts himſelf under ſuch Circumſtances, as the 


Church would lay him under by its Penalty, 


| Great Names are calFd in by our * ObjeFor to pa- 
tronize a different Interpretation; as Mr. Chillingworth, 
Biſhop Taylor, Mr. Hales of Eaton, and St. Auſtin, 
We might obſerve and diſtinguiſh upon theſe great 
Men; but ſince as great Names, as theirs, will juſti- 
fy the former Interpretation, as St. Cyprian, Hooker, 
Dr. Hammond, and Dr. Rogers, and ſince he doth 
not cite theſe. great Perſons, as Authorities, it may be 
ſufficient to ſet their Names one againſt the other, to 
leave the matter between them in their own Hands, 
and to proſecute the Determination of this Point, as 


far as our own Reaſon will carry us, in the ſequel of 


this Diſcourſe. Only we refer the Reader to the 69th 
and 74th Epiſtles of St. Cyprian, to Dr. Hammond up- 
on the Place, to Hookers Sermon on St. Jude, to Dr. 
Rogers's 7th Chapter of his Review, where he will find 
that the Heretick, who is 4vToz274ugr0; is explain'd to 
be one, who is condemn'd, not purely by his own 
Conſcience, but by his external Behaviour and Prac- 
tice. 

Now ſince without any ſtrain or diſtortion this is a 
convenient Senſe, ſince it is agreeable to the Connexion 
with the Context, and is ſo commented by the primitive 
practice, depending thereon, we may infer it to be re- 
ally and truly the moſt genuine and natural Conſtruc- 
tion : And then the Difficulties about Hereſy and He- 
reticks, and the Methods to be taken concerning them, 
will not generally be ſo great, as has been ſuggeſted in 
a late Diſcourſe. To prove which ſhall be the Mat- 
ter of the following Diſſertation, wherein the moſt 
material Objections of that Wriler will of courſe be re- 
futed, and fall to the ground. 

In order to which Undertaking, I ſhall conſider what 
ſort of Perſons fall under the Denomination of He- 


* Vide Mr. Foſter's Reply, p. 3. + Fide My. Foſter's 
Reply, p. 36. || Yiae Mr. Foſter's Rep. from p. 6. to p. 20. 
| | | | relickss 
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reticks, in a proper, apoſtolical, and chriſtian Senſe. *Tis 
fit to add in the Chritian Senſe, becauſe it doth not 
much conduce to this Point, how the Word Hereſy 
was us'd by Pagan Writers: Tis no doubt, by them 
us'd in a general Senſe to denote a Se#? or Party; and 
if it had been amongſt them a Brand, or Mark of 
Infamy, it would have affected one, as well as the 
other, as they were all miſtaken in ſeveral Points, and 
ſo the Dart being thrown from one to the other, would 
only have made alternate Wounds, where no entire 
Victory could enſue, and for which they had no cer- 
tain Rule, where they might have recourſe for a Salve 
and Cure, | 

Again, ſhould the Word in Scripture come in the 
Mouth of a Gentile, as of the Roman Orator * Tertullus 
ſpeaking, Ats xxiv. g. it may fall under the former 
Reflection, and is of no Conſequence to determine the 
apoſtolical Senſe of it, properly ſo call'd. 

But when it was aſſum'd by the Je towards a Chriſ- 
tian Convert, apprehending him to have imbib'd Te- 
nets, which were not according to the Moſaick Inſti- 
tution, and drawing Followers after him, it ſeems to 
contain an Idea nearer the true Notion of Hereſy in 
the Text, and implies a Diviſion made in that So- 
ciety, which the Few believes to be the true Church of 
God: As in Acts xxviii. 22. But we deſire to hear o 
thee what thou thinkeſt : for as concerning this Þ Seft, we 
know, that *tis every where ſpoken againſt ; i. e. by their 
Brethren the Jews 3 as there were ſome Sects, which 
were not ſo odious amongſt them, if we may judge by 
St. Paul's Plea for himſelf, Acts xxvi. 4, 5. My man- 
ner of Life from my youth, which was at the firſt among 
mine own Nation at Feruſalem, know all the Fews, 
which knew me from beginning (if they would teſtify) 
that after the moſt ſtraiteſt Seft of our Religion, I lived 
a Phariſee, But yet, as they had ſeveral Sefs and 


* 


3 * Suppoſing him not a Proſelyte, + Herth in the Greek. 
Hereſies 


bad 
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Hereſies amongſt them, which were not excluded from 
the general Society, the Body of Moſes ; it admits here 
a a more lax Senſe, than the apoſftolick Hereſy will bear, 
And ſo it ſtands, Ads xxiv. 14. After the way, which 
they call Hereſy, ſo worſhip I the God of my Fathers. 
The only. Method then to attain to the true and full 
Senſe of the Word Hereſy in the Chriſtian acceplalion, 
is to weigh it well, and examine it thoroughly, when 
aſſum'd by the Perſons of the ſacred Writers towards 
thoſe who made Factions and Diviſions in the Chriſtian 
Society, and broke aſunder the Catholick Unity. It is 
repreſented by the Apoſtle to the Corinthians as the moſt 
ſcandalous Enormity. For I praiſe you not, ſays be, 
that you come together, not for the better, but for the 
worſe, For firſt of all, when ye come together in the 
Church, I hear, that there are Diviſions among you, and 
T partly believe it. For there muſt alſo be Hereſies among 
you, that they, which are approv'd, may be made ma- 
nifeſt. That is, it is no wonder to me, tho? it is a 
ſhame for you, that Diſſentions and Diviſions ſubſiſt 
among you of a leſſer kind ; for the Church muſt be 
expos'd to much greater Evils, even to enormous He- 
reſies, which however will have ſome conſequential 
good, the diſtinition and manifeſtation of the ſincere 
and faithful Chriſt;an, There are indeed thoſe who ſup- 
ole Diviſions and Hereſies in this Place to be equiva- 
he : But this enervates the Senſe, takes off the ſtrength 
of the reaſoning Particle, injures the Paſſage, by rob- 
bing it of its beauty and force, agrees not with the uſual 
Spirit of St. Paul, and correſponds not ſo well with the 
Propheſies mention'd by St.“ Peter and St, Jude to 
the ſame Effect. Beſides, this Expoſition is irrefragably 
ron by another Paſſage of the ſame Apoſtle in his 
piſtle to the Galatians : Where amongſt the Yorks of 
the Fleſh are enumerated - Seditions and Hereſies, of 
which $Sedi/ions are of equal ſignification with Divi/zo1s 


2 Pf. UCL + St. Jude's Epilt. ver. 17. 
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in the other Place; and being herediſtinguiſh'd from He- 
reſies, it follows, that the ſame diſtinction is good in both 
Places. - As the Term occurs here or there, it denotes 
a high Indecency, a grievous Sin, an aggravated Crime, 14 
and ſuch as excludes from the Kingdom of Heaven. W 1 
Ayd this Senſe it retains, when us'd by St. Peter in his 
2d Epiſt. ch. ii. ver. 1. But there were falſe Prophets alſo Wo 
among the People, even as there ſhall be falſe Teachers W | 
among you, who ſhall privily bring in damnable Hereſies. 11 
It hardly occurs again in the New Teſtament fo us d, W | 
but in the Concrete, as we ſay (that is the Word, deno- - Fi 
ting the evil Quality with the Subject) we find it in tze 
* Epiſtle to Titrs, an Heretical Man, or Heretick. The « vid 
Paſſage contains a Deſcription which conſtitutes this Cha- 1 
rafter, which ſubjected the Offender to a grievous Penal- 9 
ty: And if it was a Crime then, it is equally ſo now. So 0 
that *tis of great Importance, what an Heretic is, and | 
how he may be diſtinguiſh'd. We have gone through 
the nominal Diſtinctions, i. e. the various ſignifica- 
tions of the Word Hereſy, and Heretick, and have 
determin'd the Words, when expreſſive of the apgfo- 
lick Idea of Hereſy, to have always a bad Senſe, not 
that it admits of a Diſpute, but to prevent one, when 
we diſcourſe about the Nature of the Sin; and the 
Condition of the Sinner. | I ops 
The Heretick is in ſhort one, who profeſſing Chriſt, 
holds and maintains Tenets, contrary to the Chriſtian 
Faith, obſtinately adhering to them, when the Truth / 
has been duly offer d; or who denies thoſe Articles, N 
which are agreeable to it. He is diſtinguiſh'd from 1 
the Infidel, in that the Inſidel doth not hold the printi- 1 
pal, and grand, fundamental Truth, believing not 4 
in the Name of the Lord Jeſus: From the true Be- 
liever, in that, tho the Heretic aſſents to Chriſt, yet 
doth he not conform himſelf to the Obedience of Faith 
in thoſe things, which are deliver'd by him, concern- 


—— — — — by 


— 
pes 0 4 


a — — 
. - 
— 
S 4 


1 — — 4 * —— — = 
- * * 
—— 5 £ 


A 
G = + — — 


— 4 * » - N 
— ů ͤ — So eh _— 
— — — ä — err —„— 4 6 4 
_ WE - —_— — 
. = _w < * 


Tit. iii. 10, 11. 


ll | B ing 


10 Mf. FOSTER's Notion 


ing his Perſon and Doerine, and ſo by Conſequence 
denies him. 
Such a Perſon is well charaFeriz'd by the Apoſ- 
tle to Titus. For be is ſubverted, i. e. He is 
turn'd from the Foundation of the Faith ; tho he 
may acknowledge Jeſus Chriſt, yet he dewies him to 
be what he is; tho he call him Lord, yet he believes 
not the 7. dings, which he reaches; and whilſt he re- 
x&s his Doctrine, the Superſtructure, in Effect, deſerts 
its Foundation. For Inſtance, the Ebionites profeſs'd 
a Belief in Chriſt Feſus ; but held, that he was begot- 
ten of Foſeph z, the Photinzans, that he was only from 
the Virgin Mary, This is to deny him to be the Sor 
of God: and if ſo, then the Son of God did not /uffer, 
and ſo it will follow of the other Articles. Thus, whilſt 
they acknowlede'd the Author of our Religion, their Te- 
'nets imply*d a denial of all the Articles of the Faith he 
taught, which is by conſequence to deny his Perſon, 
Further be /inneth, viz. in that, be is fo ſubverted, 


No to be fubverted ſuppoſes, that he has been built 


up in eſis Chriſt, otherwiſe he could not fall from 
what he never was. So for inſtance the Diſciples at 


Epheſus, mention'd Ads the 19th, were not Hereticks, 


tho they believ'd not the Holy Ghoft, as we find it re- 
lated. And he ſaid unto them, have- ye received the 
Holy Ghoſt ;, and they ſaid, de have not ſo much as heard, 
whether there be any Holy Ghoft. In this caſe, they 
could not chuſe a falſe Opinion about that, of which 
they bad not heard. But when Men have been ſuffici- 
ently inſtructed in the Chriſtian Faith, and receiv'd in- 
to the Church by Baptiſm, then whoſoever corrupts it 
in any fundamental Point, or fo rejects it, is properly 
ſubverted and finneth. He fins, in that he gal, what 
he has vow'd to maintain and believe, 

But then ſuppoſe he errs about what he vo d to 
believe; and is fincerely perſuaded, that the Tenet, 
which he eſpouſes contrary to the Catholick Faith, 1s 
true : 9 it to be an Error of the 1 


4 


* 
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and not of the Vill, which alone, ſays our “ Objec- 
tor, is Hereſy, which muſt be wilful, otherwiſe not 
Po. | 


Sin. 

To this I obſerve, that Hereſy may be an Error, 
both of the Underſtanding and the Will: For Circum- 
ſtances may make an Error of the Underſtanding ſinful. 
A Pride in, and Conceit of our own Parts, may make 
us neglect the offer d Means of Knowledge; this Neg- 
ln may cauſe an Error in the rica. this Er- 
ror in the Underſtanding may determine the Will to 
embrace a deprav*d Opinion in Fundamentals, this de- 
prav'd Opinion is Hereſy, and this Hereſy is Sin. Now 
the end of the Commandment, ſays the Apoſtle, is Cha- 


rity out of a pure Heart, and a good Conſcience, and of 


Faith unfeigned. From which ſome having ſtwerv'd have 
ſurn'd aſide unto vain Fanglings, Deſiring to be teach- 
ers of the Law, underſtanding neither what they ſay, 
nr whereof they affirm. Theſe Teachers it ſeems lean'd 
to their oz Underſtanding, their Underſtanding was er- 
roneous, their Error was ſuch, as made them /wwerve 
from the Faith, and he who fwerves from the Faith by an 
Error, ſo contracted, ſinnetb, and fo may be an Here- 
lick, So that we ſee every Error in the Underſtanding 
will not render an Heretical N of Mind un/inful, 

Nay, no Error in the Underſtanding will render an 
Heretical Depravity of Mind perfectly /:nleſs. For ac- 
cording to + Dr. Scot, „now Chriſtianity has been 
* made known, and ſufficiently propos'd to us, we 
cannot be good Men, unleſs we do believe it:“ 
and we cannot believe it, unleſs we embrace the ne- 
eſſary Credenda, the Eſſentials of the Chriſtian 


Thought, has the Taint of Sin, tho it is owing to In- 
firmity. And in this particular caſe the Truth mult be 
offer d, otherwiſe it can't be rejected: And if it is re. 


Jide Mr. Foſter's Rep. from p. 21. to p. 26. 
+ Vide Dr. Scot's Sermon on 1 John iii. ver, 7. p. 235- 
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Faith, Every obliquity and want of refitude in the 
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12 Mr. FOSTER's Notion - 
jefted, the Will muſt have its Part in that Act; fo that 
it is in ſome Senſe Heretical : For in ſo doing, we chi 
an Opinion, contrary to the Truth, propos'd by the 
Church from the Scripture. In this Choice we actually 
tranſgreſs the Law of Chriſt, who has commanded us 
to believe in him and his Words, And Sin, we know, 
is a Tranſgreſſion of the Law. If this is done through 
| Ignorance, or pure Miſapprehenſion, that will not put 
us in the ſtate of thoſe, who are Obſerpers of his Law, 
o it may in different Meaſures and Degrees leave 
us the Subjects of the divine Mercy and Clemency, 
It may put thoſe, who contend earneſtly again} the 
Faith, and are ſincere in their Error, in the caſe of St. 
Paul, when we was a ſincere Perſecutor and Blaſphemer, 
who was therein not /ile/5, but the Object of Mercy, 
But I obtain'd Merc 155 he, becauſe I did it ignorant- 
ly in Unbelief. And. Mercy ſhewn, and diſplay'd, ſup- 
poles an offence or ſin to be forgiven. It may leave 
them capable of the Grace of God here to call them to 
the acknowledgment of the Truth, or (if they uſe their 
utmoſt Endeavours) of uncovenanted Mercies hercafter, 
but that it will neceſſarily reccommend them to the 
divine Favours, is bold for vain Man to utter. So 
that ſuch Perſon, how ſincere ſoever they may think 
themſelyes, come under the ſecond CharaFeriſtick of 
_the Herelict, he finneth, and ſo may be Hereticks. 
And this is no Inconliſtency with the third CHaracle- 
riſtick, being condemnd of vim{eif. We have given the 
meaning of theſe Words in the * paraphraſtical Intro- 
duction to this Diſcourſe. They ſignify, that Here. 
ticks act an abſurdity, that they profeſs Chriſt, but 
deny that Profeſſion by their Actions. And fo the judi- | 
cious Hooker explains the Word, dvrozarz+gir2, not 
judg'd by us, but by their on Doings. They may 
Þoſfb! 7 imagine themſelves right, and yet be /o col. 


dem For if they profeſs Jeſus Chriſt, and main- 


* Compare the Introduction, and this Paſſage with Mr. Fates 
Rep from p. 27. 1039, | 


tain 
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tain and endeavour to propagate Opinions, contrary to 
his Doftrines, whatſoever they may think of thoſe Opi- 
nions thro? Errors, contracted by Sins of any kind, 
Deluſions of Satan, or Infirmities, they plainly blaſ- 
heme that Name, which they profeſs to acknow- 
. and by their Incon/iſtency with themſelves, are 
condemn? d of themſelves : Which is according to our 
former Explication an Act, by which they lay them- 
ſelves under that Penalty, in which the Church would 
have condemmd them. For they ſeparate themſelves, 
Thus being /ubverted from the Faith, having once em- 
brac'd it, they may therein /in, tho ſincere in their De- 
luſion, and be ſelf-condemr?d : Which particulars com- 
plete the Character of the Apoſt/e*s Heretick. 
Before this Topic is diſmils'd, it may be a uſeful 
Remark to | obſerve, that of theſe Hereticks, there 
are, who come under different Ranks and Claſſes, 
and yet all are ſuch, in whom the Chara#eriſticks of 
St. Paul combine. According to his account, Here- 
fies are the Yorks of the Fleſb; and as the Fleſh works 
differently in different Perſons, according to its vari- 
ous workings, we may aſſign divers Cauſes of them. 
And according to theſe Cauſes their Eſpouſers hold 
and maintain Tenets, either directly againſt the Light 
and Conviction of their Minds, or elle thro* Deluſion 
wander in Mazes of Error and Darkneſs. 

One Principle of thoſe, who, in the time of primi- 
tive Chriſtianity, embrac'd the Goſpel for Gain, and to 
make a Prey of the Promiſes, was Concupiſcence, the love 
of the World, and the Luſts of the Fleſh. Twas in- 
deed abſurd to renounce the World, that they might em- 
brace it; but ſuch were the firſt corrupters of the Chriſti- 1 
an Doctrines, Simon Magus, and his followers, and the 4 
Nicholaitanes, who infected the Church in the firſt Ages, 1 
were oppos'd in their Blaſphemies by the Apaſtles them- 
ſelves, and could not therefore be /incere, but muſt 
act againſt their Conſciences, in that they minted Doc- 
trines, which the Apoſiles, who were FNC to 
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14 Mr. FOS'TE R's Notion 
deliver the Gofpel, rejented and anathematizd. 
theſe, whether Gnoſticks, or others, the Apoſtle to Ji. 
mothy ſpeaks : For the love of Money is the Root of all 
Evil; which while ſome coveted after, they have erred 
from the Faith, And the Spirit ſays in the Rev. of 
the Doctrine of the Nicbolaitanes, which Thing ] hate, 

Another Principle there was, which tended to pro- 
pagate Hereſy in the Scripture times, the Prideof thoſe, 
who, like Dtotrephes, deſir'd the Prebeminence, who 
affected to Domineer, to be Leaders of Sb, and Par. 
ties, and Teachers of new-fangled Doctrines, ſuch were 
Hymeneus and Philetus, and thoſe of whom the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks in the Colofhans ii. 18. Let no man beguile you 
of your Reward in a voluntary Humility, and worſbip- 
ing of Angels, intruding into thoſe Things which he bath 
not ſeen, vainly puft up by his fleſhly Mind, 

A further Means, by which Men ſhould corrupt 
the Doctrine of Chriſtianity, was by yielding to phan- 
taſtical Deluſions, and ſatanical Seductions, the ſeducti- 
ons of that Spirit, which as the ApoFle to the Epheſians 
ſays, now worketh in the Children of Diſobedience ? A.- 
mong whom we all had our Converſation in times-pa#t in 
the Luſts of the Fleſh, and of the Mind. The ſpiritual 
following the Suggeſtions of the ſenſual Part. Con- 
_ cerning theſe St. Paul ſays to Timothy: Now the ſhi- 
rit ſpeaketh expreſsly, that in the latter times ſome ſhall 
depart from the Faith, giving heed to ſeducing ſpirits, 
and Doctrines of Devils. 

The laſt Claſs of Hereticks are ſuch, who deceive 
themſelves, whoſe Underſtandings are darkned, that 
they do not diſcern the Truth, either thro* natural Cor- 
ruption, or judicial Stupidity, which they indolently ac- 
quieſce in, of whom the Apoſtle ſays, ſeeing ye are dull of 
bearing: Or elſe they are ſuch, whoſe Minds may be 
clouded with the Fumes of Riot and Intemperance : 
To whom are applicable thoſe Words of the Prophet 
Ifaiah xxvili. 10. But they alſo have erred through 
Wine, and through frong Drink are out of the * 
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the Prieſt and the Prophet have erred through ftrong 
Drink ; They are ſwallowed up of Wine, They are out 
1 Way through ftrong Drink, They err in Viſion, 

ey ſtumble in Judgment, Of this Sort alſo St. Pe- 
ter ſpeaks. But theſe Jpeak Evil of the Things, which 
they underſtand not, and ſhall utterly periſh in their own 
Corruptions —— ſporting Themſelves in their own De- 
geiwings. And thele He ſays are of them, hg 
walk after the Fleſh. | 

Thoſe under the two it Claſſes, who thro* Concu- 
piſcence or Pride oppugn the Chriſtian DoFrines, muſt 
needs ſin againſt the Light of their own Minds, and 
the Conviction of their Conſciences : but thoſe under 
the latter, may not know themſelves to be wrong, be- 
ing impos'd upon by the Deluſions of Satan, the Vani- 
ty of their Minds, the Deceitfulneſs of Sin, and ſo may 


giving Heed to ſeducing Spirits, in acquieſcing indo- 
kntly in Error, and in yielding to carnal Suggeſtions, 
through which they deceive themſelves, and deſert 
the Chriſtian Doctrines. So that they are ſubverted, 
and fir therein, and therefore may be Hereticks. 
Hence we obſerve, that a Perſon may be an Heretick, 
tho he doth not embrace an Opinion, knowing it to 
be wrong. And yet the vulgar apprehend this to be 
ſincere Perſuaſion, They are apt to call the erroneous 
Man ſincere, who knows no better: Whereas he is not 
ſucere, if it is in his Power wo know better. And as 
to invincible Error, it is founded in original Corruption, 
z an appendant of the Fleſb, which clogs the Mind, and 
wreſts it aſide, and tho under it a Man may be call'd 
ſincere, he is not therefore a Chriſiian. His Sincerity 
may plead for him, as a Man, but it will not conſti- 
tute him a Member of Chriſt. And how ſuch an One 
may be ftyPd an Heretick, who holds an Error, tho 
moincible, which may affect the Unity, and Peace, and 
Order of the Church, has been and will be herein ex- 
plain'd. > 
Having 


not act againſt their Knowledge, But yet they fin in 
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| Having thus far dwelt upon the Meaning of the 
Term Hereſy, and the Nature of the Sin: the Way is 
ſo tar pav*d to the lately controverted Point, whether 
an Heyetick may be generally ſo diſtinguiſhed, as to 
be liable to the Cenſure of the Church, and whether 
ſuch Power to Cenſure is now in its Hands. 
The Queſtion here is not put ahſolutely, whether the 
Church has Power to Cenſure Offenders in general, but 
whether it has a Power againſt Hereticks, 55 or he muſt 
ſtrike out Numbers of Texts from the Uſe of the 
Cbriſtian Society, who would deny it in Point of In. 
moralities, the Scripture bꝰing in many Places expreſ 
to that Point, as he muit palpably ſtrike out ſome, 
the Place in Hand in particular, who ſhould deny it in 
Point of Hereſy. FSDPD 
The Arguments for the Power of the Church in ge. 
neral to Cenſure Offenders are taken ſome from the 
plain and manifeſt Reaſon of the Thing, becauſe it is 
a Society: and all Societies, regularly inſtituted, muſt 
in Reaſon provide for their own Security and Perpetuily, 
But now if Thoſe, who ſet at Nought its Laws and 
Rules, were permitted to run at large, to walk licenti- 
ouſly and unreſtrained, the Contagion would by De- 
grees ſpread univerſally, and the Corruption and De. 
ſtruction of the Society, as in Civil Societies, might be 
the fatal Conſequence. Accordingly, as a reatonabk 
Thing, both Gentiles and Fews excluded thoſe, who 
were to them profane, and fer lightly by their Ordi 
nances, from their religious Worſbip or Communion. 
Other Arguments are taken from the particular Na 
ture of the Chriſtian Society, which admits its Mem 
| bers only upon - Terms and Conditions of Faith an 
| Obedience, ſo that it is reaſonable there ſhould be Weanya: 
1 Power to exclude them upon the Non-Obſervance offi, 
|  - the Conditions, upon which they were receiv'd into it. Ire 
And it ir was in it ſelf Reaſon, it is not to be though. 
that He, who wus the Wiſdom of the Father, - ſhould o 
mit this Care of his Society, which he came to inſtitute + 7 
& VEL S According! 
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Accordingly this Power was given to the Church by our 


Saviour in general Terms: in Matt. xvi. 19. chap. 


xvill. 15, Sc. Jobn xx. 21, Sc. And, which is 
another ſtrong Argument, it was exercis'd by the Apo- 
fles, the Biſhops apoſtolically ordain*d, and their Succeſ- 
fors, in the Scripture and primitive Ages. 


But leſt this may ſeem to be ſaid gratis, and without 


ſufficient Foundation, we refer the ſcrupulous for Satis- 

faction to that admirable Piece *® on Church-Govern- 

ment of the pious and learned Prelale, Dr. Potter, 
bow an Ornament of our Church, where theſe Argu- 
WI euments are ſo largely, and ſo clearly ſtated, and the 
Point is ſo well clear'd, that it would be vain here to 
WF attempt it further. 

Only we obſerve with reference to the preſent Point 
in Hand, that as to thoſe Texts, which confer the 
Power of Church Cenſure in general, they may poſlibly 
WF ſtill leave room for thoſe to cavil, who. diſpute its 
i tanding Force againſt Hereticks in particular. 

„But then, the Apoſtles tis evident, did Cenſure ſuch 
Offenders, of which kind, were Hymeneus and Alexan- 
der, whom St. Paul deliver'd over to Satan, that they 
might learn not to blaſpheme, So did St. Peter Simon 
Magus, and we might enumerate Inſtances various to 


tad a Commiſſion to exerciſe this Power, over Here- 
licks, which is inconteſtably prov*d from that to Titus, 
and many and various Paſſages of St. Pauls Epiſtles, 
The only Point then, which admits of Debate, 1s, 
vhether this Power deſcended from them to the Chriſtian 
Church. a 

The Arguments againſt it, which have lately been 
Nanvaſs'd over, are not founded on any expreſs Scrip- 
Aire, but are Deductions for the moſt Part from the 
Words, on which we now diſcourſe. It has been 
* urg'd that they were directed to Þ Titus only, and that 


Vide Biſhop Potter on Church- Government, Chap. v. pag. 327. 
T Yide Mr. Foſter's ply, pag. 69. 
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ce *tis evident from the Character, given of the Heretic 1 
& in this Charge to Him, that it cannot poſſibly now be- ji | 
long to ſucceeding Biſpops, or to the Church at preſer!, 1 

- To which we make the following Remarks, that 


this Charge was not given to Titus only, tho? this Epi- on 
ſtle was inſcribed to Him in particular: for it was given per 
alſo to Timothy: the Words indeed vary, but the For 


Matter of the Injunction is juſt the ſame. St. Paul to i f. 
Titus ſays. * But avoid fooliſh Queſtions and Genealogies, FI 
and Contentions, and Strivings about the Law, for they 


are unprofitable and vain, A Man, that is an Herelick 1 
after the firſk and ſecond Admonition 2 : knowing il p;.. 
that he is ſubverted and ſinneth being condemn'd of hin-WF over 
ſelf. He ſays to Timothy. T If any Man teach otherwiſe, ¶ mat 
and conſent not to wholeſome Words, even the Words by 
our Lord Jeſus, and the Doctrine, which is according to { I 
| Godlineſs. He is proud, knowing nothing, but doting a- 27 
bout Queſtions, and Slrifes of Words, from whence i,; 
cometh Envy, Strife, Railings, evil Surmiſings, per- ,1,, 
verſe Diſputings of Men of corrupt Minds, and doſtilui I ge ; 
of the Truth, ſuppoſing that Gain is Godlineſs : Fron pr 
fuch withdraw thy ſelf, Thoſe who compare theſe Pla- N who: 
ces, will eaſily diſcern, that the Apoſtle to Timothy ex- N do hi 
plains what is meant by an Herelic in his Exhortationff der + 
to Titus, and that he preſcribes the ſame Method of. , 
proceeding to both. It may be thought to take from Bu 
the Force of the Paralel, that the Words in the Oxigi-· N ger 
nal rendred withdraw thy ſelf, are, according to Grip, 7 
tius, wanting in ſome Manuſcripts of Note; but ſinceſſ nove 
theſe Biſhops were both of the ſame Authority, and. alte 
Time, tis an Argument for the common Reading, that. no 
in the ame Circumſtances, a like Charge ſhould be. gen 
given to each: and that it was, is evident from ti". & 
3 Ch. 2 Ep. to Timothy, in which the Apoſtle ſpeaking o. q,, 


Perſons of the ſame Stamp, ſays : from ſuch turn ata). In 
No to withdrawour ſelves, or to turn away, TeenWc 
|; pet 
to be Expreſſions of the ſame Force with that other i 
Net. Hi. 10, 11. 1 Tim. vi. v. 3, 4, 5. 
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rect; for tho? the original Words are not render'd in 
the fame Manner, as according to Montanus they 
ſhould, yet being addreſs'd alike to thoſe of Archiepi/- 
pa Dignity, *tis to be preſum'd the different Expreſ- 
ſions amount to one and the ſame Thing, that ſuch 

perſons ſhould be laid under the Cenſure of the Church. 
For if Timothy, whom St. Pax} lov'd for his peculiar and 
' Wl fuperior Graces, was 1 turn away and withdraw him- 
ſelf from ſuch Perſons, it was no Doubt meet, that 
they ſhould be rejected from the Converſe and Society of 
thoſe, whom he was to inſtru and govern. And his 
Practice alone could not be a Rule ſufficient to reach 
over his Diftrict ; ſo that it would become neceſſary, 
that Delinquents of this Sort, ſhould be mark*d out 
by a publick Cenſure : which ſeems plainly to be im- 
ply*d in the Charge to Titus 3 as the Rejefion of He- 
reticks was to be conſequential] upon different Admoni- 
lions; and according to our Savionr's Rule, the final 
Admonition was to be given before the Church; and then 
the impenitent Offender was to be as an Heathen and a 
Publican : From whence we infer, that Theſe from 
whom Timothy was to turn away, i. e. who were to be 


der the Church Cenſure, and then to turn away from, 
and rejef?, will in Effect be equivalent. 
But tho? this Power be allow'd to Timothy, and o- 
ther Apoſtolick Biſhops, as well as Titus, yet that it is a 
__ Power in the Church 1s not out of preſent Con- 
* 


troverſy. For the Circumſtances of the Cale are now 
*alter*d, ſays our Objector, fo that ſuch a Power can- 
not be now exercis'd; a fFeretick cannot be now 10 


* acts contrary to his Knowledge ; and whether any one, 

„ doth fo, or not, is not in Man now to determine, 
In Order to ſupport this Argument againſt the Per- 

* petuity of this Power, tis preſum'd that * Titus was 


* Vide Mr. Foſter's Reply, p. 38. to p. 50. 
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generally diſtinguiſ d, whom he holds to be one, that 
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« endowed with the Gift of diſcerning Spirits, and ſo 
might exerciſe this Power over Hereticks, whoſe Hearts 
++ he could ſee into, and ſcrutinize but that ſucceeding 
«« Biſhops have not this Gift, and therefore this Power 
cannot belong to them.“ 
But it doth not follow, that Titus or Timothy, or any 
articular Biſhop in the Scripture Times had this Gif, 
—— it was then beſtow'd by the Spirit. They might 
probably have it, but that either of them had it, can- 
not be aſſerted. As there were Diver/ities of Gifts ; 
it might pleaſe God to bleſs thoſe eminent Perſons with 
other Gifts ; that might equally diſtinguiſh them “. 
Are all 1 +404 ? are all Prophets? are all Teacher;? 
are all Workers of Miracles? have all the Gifts of 
Healing? do all ſpeak with Tongues ? do all interpret? Ml [ev 
No, theſe were divided ſeverally by the ſame Spirit, be. 
And we find that Timothy, of whom the ſame Reaſon for 
would hold, that he ſhould have the Gi/ of diſcerning reg 
Spirits, as well, as of Titus, is recorded for different *] 
Gifts, for his unfeig ned Faith, and we may infer, that he vit 
had the Word of J iſdom, and the Word of Knowledge: : WM cn 
which were to qualify him, that he might give en. din 
dance to Reading, to Exhortalion, to Dodtrine. And kn. 
in | two ſeveral Places, St. Paul exhorts him to /tir W Ce: 
up the Gift, which was in him, meaning the pariicu/ar WM by 
Graces and Qualifications, which were given for this W tha 
End. So that, what this Objector offers to illuſtrate W Gi 
his Argument is no Demonſtration, or cogent Proc, Pbi 
but only probable Suggeſtion : it may be falſe; and then WI did 
his Scheme, which is not extreamly well ſupported, Wl Co: 
will loſe its main Prop, and we only need hold, that WI 1a; 
it doth not appear to make the Point as diſputable, as N 
it was before. And therefore from what is prov'd by Wl pre 
it, this Direction may be followed by any other Biſbosß, MW Or 
as well as Tus, | oth 


| * 1 Cor. xii, 29. T 1 Tim. iy. 14. 2 Tim. i. 6. 11 7 
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But then again on the Side of the Heretick, there 
ſrems not to be ſuch Difficulty, as to require ſuch a 
Suppeſition, For if the Obſervations concerning the 


FHoretick under the former Head are juſt, he may in 


moſt Caſes be diſtinguiſh'd without it. If he, who 


through the Seductions of Devils, through judicial 


Blindneſs, and the original Depravity, errs from the 
Faith, tho' He doth not maintain falſe Opinion, 
as ſych, is an Heretick, then a Man may be ſo, whe- 
ther he imagines himſelf to be wrong or not, 

This we have endeavoured to prove and maintain. 
And if ſo, Self-Convifion, in the Senſe of our Objec- 


tor, is not eſſential to His Character: ſo that the 


Church may proceed to Cenſure, if he perſiſts and per- 


ſcveres in Error, whatſoever his inward Perſuaſion may 
be. Whence it will follow, that there is no Neceſſity 


for the extraordinary Gifts of diſcerning Spirits for the 
regular Execution of this Power. 

Indeed a Man may labour under an Heretical Depra- 
vity of Mind, which he doth not openly diſcloſe and diſ- 
coder; and this ſince the Communication of extraor- 
dinary Gifts has ceas'd, is peculiar to God alone to 
know. But this Caſe is no more the Subjeft of Church 
Cenſur e, than that of ſecret Immorality, which cannot 
by its Contagion infect the Society, And if we grant, 
that this Power was exercis'd by St. Peter through the 
Gift of diſcerning Spirits againſt Auanias and Sa- 


phira, and by St. Paul in any 1 Caſe, they 


did it by /pecial Commiſſion, and not in the ordinary 
Courſe of Fudgment, but ___ emergent and extraordi- 
nary Occaſions. | 
We muſt here then ain the Point to Hereticks, 
properly ſo call'd, who divulge and propagate their 
Opinions, and ſo make Sects, and endeavour to draw 
others after them. 
Theſe give evident and manifeſt Tokens of their cor- 
rupted Faith by external Signs, by teaching and pub- 
| licily 
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lickly avowing ſuch Tenets, as accord not to wholeſome 
Words, even the Words of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, and 
the Doctrine, which is according to Godlineſ5 : and ſo 
fall regularly under the Cognizance of the Church. 
Here is no Neceſſity for the Gift of diſcerning Spirits 
to penetrate into the Principles of ſuch Men, and 


therefore the Want of it is no Argument againſt the 


ſtanding Power to Cenſure them. Their own Perſuaſion, 


ſhould they be Foal doth not ſcreen them trom 


it: the main Matter is whether their Do#trines are 
true. The Plea of their Perſuaſions and Sincerity will 
not alter that Rule, by which all Doctrines are to be 
tryd and determin'd, *Twas what they taught, and 
not what they thought, which was to be examin'd, and 
prov'd. And ] beſought thee, ſays the Apoſtle to Timothy, 
to abide ſtill at Epheſus, that thou mighteſt charge ſome, 
that they teach no other Doftrine, No other Doctrine 
than what 2 Why than hat, which he had deliver'd, 
as a ſacred New, to be kept by him, Hold faſt, 
fays he, the Form of ſound Words, which thou haſt 
heard of me in Faith and Love, which is in Chriſt Je- 
fus. This Form was probably a Summary of the 
Chriſtian Faith, a Sort of Symbol, or Mark, which 
the Faithful bore in their Hearts and Mouths, to diſtin- 
Cara them from the Unbelievers : it is thought to have 

en that, which wenow call the Apoſtles Creed, which 
contain'd ſome main Fundamentals of Religion, to which 
Articleshave been added in the following Times againſt 
ſome early Hereſies, which threatned the Church in 1's 
very Infancy. 

Now he could not be ſaid in his Epiſcopal Capacity 


to hold this Form faſt . if he had permitted dogm atical | | 


Teachers to have ſpread Dofrines uncontrouPd, which 
would have ſapp'd and undermin'd this Foundation. 
When therefore any pernicious Doctrine was broach'd, 
this was a Touchſtone, on which it might be try'd. Let 
us ſuppoſe ſome Followers. of Hymeneus and Philetus, 


Hereſiarchs of the Scripture Age, who ſhould. oy 
| taught, 
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taught, that the Reſurrection was already paſt, ſup- 
poling only a ſpiritual Reſurrection from Sin. And 
this their carnal Minds might prompt them, who were 
but newly departed from Paganiſm, to do in earneſt, 
as we know the Reſurrefion of the Body was what 
ſtartled the Philoſophers at Athens : They taking it 
for a new God; and others aſſerted the Impoſſibility of 
it. Let us imagine, that under this Prejudice, they 
would acknowledge no other Reſurrection; and that 
the Article in the Form of ſound Words, which was 
once deliver d to the Saints, ſtood thus: I believe in the 
Reſurrection of the Body; and that the Truth of this 
Article was urg'd from our Lord's Appearance after 
his Death with his Fleſh and Bones. There would ſure 
have been no Occaſion for the Gift of diſcerning Spi- 
its in Timothy or Titus, to have pronounc'd theſe Per- 
ſons Hereticks, They might have argu'd for the ſeem- 
ing Impallibility of the Reſurrection of the Body, that 
they could hot apprehend how it ſhould be, and there- 
fore honeftly and fincerely =_ not believe a Reſur- 
reſtion in that Senſe : but whether they were really per- 
ſuaded, or not, their Aſſertion was really a palpable 
Contradiction to the Article of the Church ; and if that 
Article was to be held faſt, and Timothyand Titus were to 
inculcate, and urge it; this their Duty was not con- 
ſiſtent with the Permiſſion of thoſe, who taught the 
direct contrary: and therefore, notwithſtanding the Re- 
luctance of their Reaſon, if they did not, upon due Ad- 
monition, bring it to the Obedience of Faith ; if they 
continued obſtinate and pertinacious after the Light of 
Truth had been ſet full in their Eyes, there could re- 
main no Cauſe, why they ſhould not be declar'd exclu- 
ded from that Communion, which they departed from 
themſelves by rejecting the Faith, which is the Bond 
of it. And ſince the whole Courſe of this Proceeding 
would depend upon the external Ads and Profeſſion of 
the Seducers, there doth not appear neceſſary any ex- 
traordinary Gift for the Execution of this . * 
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Which will alſo further appear; if we reflect, that 


the Form of ſound Words was committed alſo to the 


Care and Charge of thoſe Biſbops, who were not Apoſ- 
tolically ordain d. For in the Direction, given to Ji. 
tus for the Ordination of a Biſbop: He muſt, ſays St. 
Paul, have ſuch diſtinguiſhing Qualities : * Holding faſt 
the faithful Word, as be hath been taught, that he may 
be able by ſound Doctrine, both to'exhort and convince 
the Gain/ayers. And theſe Gainſayers anſwer nearly in 
Deſcription to thoſe, whom Titus is inſtructed to avoid 
and reject. From whence by the Parity. of Circumſtan- 
ces we may argue, that the Power to reject, was de- 
rived from him to. them, as from the Apoſtle to him, 
This Form was to them alſo to be the Rule of found 
Doctrine, which was to be the Matter of Exhortation 
and Conviction to the Gainſayers. But if they would 
not be convinc'd, ſince Gainſayers obſtinate would be 
of ill Conſequence always amongſt the Bretbren; 
as the Biſhops were to take the Apoſtolick Method, in 
order to inſtruct and convinge them, it is reaſonable to 
infer, that they might alſo exerciſe the fame Power to 
prevent the Miſcinefs their Hereſies might brood. And 
the Way is ſo much the more open to this Inference, as 
we have ſhewn there was no Neceſſity for the Gift of 
diſcerning Spirits, m Order to the Exerciſe of this 
Power, which Gift, tho* we were to allow to Titus 
without any Proof, yet we cannot, upon Account of 


the various Diſpenſation of thoſe ſpiritual. Graces, al- 


low to all thoſe Biſhops under His Furiſdiction, or con- 
ſtituted by His Ordination. 

When in after Times the Goſpel! came to be pub- 
liſh'd in Writing, this Form of ſound Words was (till 
retain'd, but the ſacred Scripture comprehending at 
large the Rule of Faith and Manners, in which that 
had its Foundation, became the Touchſtone of Truth : 


and by this every Doctrine was to be try'd and exa- 


Tit. i. ver. 9. ; 
min'd 


min d. - Accordingly by a Statute of our Realm, it 
was decreed that the Determinations of Ecclefiaſtical 
Commiſhoners about Hereſy, to correct it, ſhould be 
built- on the Authority of the Canonical Scriptures, or 
on the Judgment of ſome general Council, wherein 
the ſame was declared Hereſy by the expreſs and plain 
Words of the fatd Canonical Scriptures. - 
And this ſeems to be conformable to the Exhorta- 
tion to Timothy. All Scripture is given by Inſpiration of 
Cod, and is profitable for Doctrine, for Reproof, for 
Corretion, for Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs. The Cafe 
will then ſtill be the ſame, as to the Manner, by 
which Hereſy is to be adjudged ; which is by com- 
paring the Doctrine with its Rule, the ſacred Scripture, 
3s before with the Form -4 found Words ; and if the 
Biſhop and Church might Cenſure Doctrine, which was 
diſſonant ben, they may alſo (ow, any thing prov'd 
by our Objefor's Arguments notwithſtanding. © 
And here it may be proper to obviate an Þ odd Ar- 
gument, made uſe of by him to prove that Hereticks 
are not now liable to be cenſur'd, becauſe Titus was 
exhotted to admoniſh them. To admoniſb, ſays he, 
for meer Errors of the Underſtanding, is abſurd in 
« it ſelf, fince in that Caſe there is need of Inſtruction, 
« which is the only Method to amend the Zudgment, 
« but it may be highly proper with Relation to 
© thoſe Errors, which depend upon the Vill, which 
„it is in our Power to reform: the Conſequence he 
« draws, is, that as Admonitton relates only to Er- 
« rors of the Will, and as no one can now diſcern the 
Heart, and ſo be certain, whether they are ww2/fz1 or 
e no, therefore Hereticks cannot generally be known 
e fo, as to be regularly admoniſd d, and fo the Power 


« of the ' Scripture Times to Cenſure them, muſt of 


Courſe ceaſe. 


* Elix. c. 1. Tho' this Act is repeal'd, my Lord Coke ſays, it 
may ſerve for a good Direction to others than the then Commiſ- 
ſioners, efpecially to the Dioceſan, being a ſole Judge in ſo weighty 
a Cauſe. Gib. Cod. abridg'd, pag. 121. 

T Vide Mr. Foſter's Reply, pag. 26. 
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To this we remark, that vu, whence vb, 4. 
monition, properly ſignifies. to put in Mind, or Ke. 
membranct : and again, it has another uſual Signification 
and implies to Reprove, and ſeverely Rebuketor the Sake 
of Amendment. Now Hereticks were ſuch, who were 
ſuppos d to have known. the Chriſtian Teuets, but for 
ſome worldly End had forſaten them; or elſe thro 
ſome Deluſion were blind to the: Light, on which they 
ſtood. The former of theſe perhaps needed not Ii. 

ormation in the Chriſtian Dofrines, but ſevere Rebuke, 
which might bring them to a due Senſe of their Crime, 
and the Nature of their Ofexce : the latter, i. e. thoſe, 
who err'd thro? Blindne/s, might need to have | thcir 
Eyes oped, to have the Words of | ſound Defrine 
again in their Ears, and a Recollefion of the 
Doctrines, which they had profeſs'd, but forſaken, 
made to them in a Manner, gt; toſo 1 important 
an Occaſion, .. And both theſe Admonitions contain a 
ſacit Inſtruction: nay, Admonition for Sin, eſpecially 
one of this Rank, conſiſts; generally of  Reproof and 
Inſtruction: and Aamonition ſeems to be ſo branch'd 
out in Til. i. 9. where the Bop is requir'd to be 
able by ſound Doctrine to exbort and convince the 
Gainſayers : which ſeems to be a Deſcription of the 
Charge, conlign'd to Titus in Chapter iii, and *tis higl- 
ly reaſonable to take the Vord in this Extent, becaul: 
the next Step was the higheſt Puniſhment, an Exclu/imn 

from the Society of Chriſt,.. - 
Me have before obſerv'd, in Anſwer to this Objer 
tor's Poſition, that Hereſy may be owing to Error of 
the Underſtanding, as well as of the Will, and that ont 
may have the Taint of Sin, as well as the other: and 
then this Sort of Admonition will be very well adaptcd 
to the Nature of the Thing, which may rectify the 
ene by Inſtruction, and correct the other by Reprodf ; 
and there will remain no Difjiculty about the Subject, 
becauſe Errors, ſo cognizable, are to be ene and 
ſignify'd 
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figmify*d by outward Signs and Actions: ſo that the 
Obſcurity, ariſing from the Duſt, thrown about this 
Paſſage, may be thus clear'd and diſſipated. 

The Difficulties about the ftanding Power of the 
Church to Cenſure Hereticks, being thus remov'd, the 
Arguments for it will ſtill have their juſt VWeigbi and 
Force. * | 
It is not deny'd in Point of Immoralities, And if 
we turn to the Paſſage, already cited, where Seditions 
and Hereſies are enumerated with ſuch Immoralities, 
concerning which there is no Diſpute z we may make 
a reaſonable Deduction, that the Cenſure of the Church 
ſhould extend to One, as well as the Other : Nay that 
it ſhould ſtand more ſtrongly againſt Hereſy ; becauſe 
a Soundneſs of Faith may prevent that Rottenneſs of 
Heart, which is the Cauſe of thoſe Immoralities, and of 
that evil Communication, which corrupts good Manners. 
For St, Peter ſpeaking of thoſe, who privily ſpall bring 
in damnable Herejies, ſays, For when they ſpeak great 
fwelling Words of Vanity, they allure thre the Luſis of 
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k the Fleſh, thre much Wantonneſs, thoſe that wwere clean 1 
© eſcap'd from them, who live in Error: while they pro- | 
* miſe them Liberty, they themſelves are the Servants of | 


. Corruption. 1 
1 And indeed, if the Reaſon of this Power in the 1 
Church till continues, and nothing in the Nature of 14 
the Thing is at preſent repugnant, as we have endea- Will 
vour*d to prove, what prevents, but that this Power 
„could ſtill remain with Her? Hereſy is ſtill in- 


ol conſiſtent with thoſe Terms and Conditions, on which 
” we were admitted into the Cemmunion of Chriſt's bHock, 
4 F and Fellowſhip with the "aints,as well, as Imimvrality; and 
he if we make not good the Conditions, the Covenant is diſ- 


"© folv'd, and we are of Courſe excluded by the Laws of 
/ 3 the Society, This would render a Declaratory Sentence 
needleſs and ſuperfluous, did not the ſame Malady, ſtill 
call for the /ame Cure and Remedy. Yor the Power of 
pronouncing it was firſt lodg'd in the Church to pre- 
D 2 vent - 
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vent Infection, and to preſerve: the Purity of Doctrine: 
and accordingly St. Paul, ſpeaking of ſuch Deceivers, 
1 Tit. —fays, Whoſe Mouths muſt be ſtopp d, who ſub- 
vert whole Houſes, and to Timothy, he ſays, their 
Words will eat, as doth a Canker. | 
And then it was deſign'd to reſtore the Patient, to 
reduce him to Repentance for his Obſtinacy, that like 
the inceſtuous Corinthian, he might be again receiv'd. 
He was to be deliver'd to Satan, i. e. thrown back a. 
ain into the World, the Priviledges, of his Baptiſm, 
0 868 forfeited, that there by the Power of Satan, he 
might be farmented and affiiited with lome Bodily Di/- 
femper, as jt was apprehended in the primitive Times, 
not for final Damnation, but for the Deſtruction of the 
_ Fleſh, that his Soul might be ſav'd in the Day of the Lord 
eſus. | 
ay ow till it can be prov'd, that Hereſy is not of the 
fame Nature now, as it was in the early Apes of 
Chriſtianity : that it has Joſt its infectious Quality, and 
will not now creep, and ſpread, and diffuſe itſelf : that 
the Unity of the Church, is not of the ſame Conſequence 
ow, as then; that the Catholick Faith, which the A- 
poſtle tells us, is One, admits of ſinleſs Diviſion ; till 
this, I fay, can be prov'd, the Reaſon why this 
Power to Cenſure Hereticks ſhould be in the Church, 
will till continue, and that is a Reaſon why the Power 
it ſelf doth not ceaſe. 
Again, till it can be prov'd, that an Heretict, is not 
wil bout the Terms of the Goſpel Covenant, that he has a 
Right to the Priviledges of the Chriſtian Communion, 
that wrong Faith will entitle to the Promiſes, that he 
may be a Member of Chriſt, and rejeft his Doctrines, 
that frong Perſuaſion is equivalent to true Belief, the 
Di/cipline of the Church will ſtill ſtand upon the ſame 
Foundation, and the Reaſon of this Power on his 
Part will fill continue, and that is a Reaſon again why 
the Power itſelf doth not ceaſe, a 
e n 
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And indeed it would hardly ever have been diſputed, 
if this Diſcipline had been kept up to its original Inſti- 
tution and Deſign, and under its due and proper Regus 
lation. | | | 
But after the Church of Rome aſpir'd to a univerſal 
.. and her temporizing Clergy acted upon 
iews of Intereſt, and ſecular Motives, it was exercis'd 
at Random, and her Cenſure was made a Bugbear to 
fright Mankind into her Corruptions, and at Length 
was made a Tool of State, nay, it became the petty In- 


frument, which any fantaſtical Prelate might uſe to 


gratify his private Humour or Inclinations, Thus 
when a Man might incur the Sentence of Excommunica- 
tion for a few, warm Words, unadviſedly drop'd 
for treſpaſſing upon a Biſhop's Liberties, for diſturbing 
his Game, and preventing his Sports, then it grew in- 
to Diſregard, and afterwards into Contempt, till at 
length Men began to ſubvert its Foundation, and at 
laſt to diſpute it out of Doors. The more ſerious the 


Thing, the exorbitant and idle Uſe of it made it ſo much 


the more liable to Satyr and Ridicule; and fo the A- 
buſe of this Apaſtolically inſtituted Diſcipline, was the 
more eaſily admitted as an Argument, (tho' it is al- 
ways a weak and inſufficient one) againſt it. Which 
Obſervation leads me to ſome Reflections, whereby 
luch Objections may be remov'd, as ſtand upon this, 
and the like ſandy Foundation. And, 

1. The Continuance of this Power in the Church is 
charg*d with i#nſuperable Difficulties, and intolerable * In- 
conveniences ; ſo great, that the Word of Gad is almoſt 
blaſphemd, upon Suppoſition, that it is founded in the 
Holy Scriptures. ** For if the Power is committed to 
the Church to cenſure Hereticks, and yet they are ſuch, 
as, according to our Objeffor, cannot generally be 
** known, if the Scripture deſcribes ſuch Offenders only 
under general Expreſſions, as thoſe, who + err from 


* ide Mr, F oſter”s Reply, pag. 55 
% the 
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&« the Faith, and teach other Doctrines, and there. 
c fore, according to him, the true, determinate Natur: 
& of Hereſy is not from thence to be apprehended, it 
«© will at leaſt leave the Word under the Charge of In. 
&< confiſtency z and preſcribe a Duty to Church Gover. 
« xors and Chriſtian People, which the one cannot ex. 
& erciſe, and to which the others ought not to ſubmit.” 
What Idea of Hereſy ſuch Perſons would expect can- 
not indeed be eaſily delermin'd; but thoſe, who would 
think or ſpeak rationally about it, muſt firſt ſearch af. 
ter its general Nature, and form ſuch an univerſal Idea, 
as may be affirm'd of all the Species, and particular 
Hereſies, which can ariſe, It is not agreeable to the 
Nature of the Thing, that in the Times, when the 
Goſpel was firſt planted, ſuch Errors and falſe Opinion, 
as depended on the Vill and Wickedneſs of Man to the 
End of the World, and ſo were originated from . 

man Liberty, ſhould be particularly defin*d and de. 
ſcribd in the Scripture. The Socinian will tell us, it 
could not, and the orthodox Chriſtian, that it ought not, 
to be expected. It would have ſwelPd the ſacred Vs. 
lume ſo immenſely, that to uſe the Evangeliſt's Ex- 
preſſion, the World it ſelf could not contain the Boobs, 
which ſhould have been written, Accordingly we find 
the general Deſcription of Hereſy to be an Error from 
the Faith in one profeſſing Chriſt, which Faith is con- 
tained in the ſacred Canon, which is the Rule and 
Standard of Truth to everlaſting Ages. Every parti- 
cular Dactrine is from hence to have its Sanction or 
Damnation: ſo that the Application of this Rule is the 
only Difficulty, which can ariſe about this important 
Matter. And the critical Point about the Applicatic1 
is, who are to make it. If none; then the Church 
could hardly ſubſiſt, which, as to its Viſibility, depends 
upon the Confeſſion of one Faith, which would ſoon be 
rent, and loſe its Unity, was not ſuch a Proviſo made 


* 


I 1 Vide Mr. Foſter's Reply, pag. 55. 
for 
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ſor its Security. If any; Thoſe,. who are inveſted with 
the Power to adminiſter. the Holy Sacraments upon the 
Confeſſion of Faith, tis fit ſhould be the Guardians of 
that Faith, and be entruſted with the Application of. that 
Rule for the Tryal and Probation of ſuch Doctrines, as 
may threaten its Corruption or Depravation, 
The Rule of the firſt Scripture Times, the Form of 
ſound Words, was deliver'd in Charge to Timothy and 
Titus, Apoſtolically ordain'd, and to the Biſhops of their 
Conſecration ;,, and why ſhould not this Charge deſcend, 
when the ſacred Canon became the compleat Rule of 
Faith and Manners, if nothing in the Nature of the 
Thing was repugnant to it? There is no Rule of this 
kind, but what requires Judgment in the ule of it: 
And a,* Rule of this fort will not explain it ſelf with- 
out the Pains and Ski of Man, the bleſſing of God aſ- 
ſiſting, to compare one Paſſage with another, to take 
in the Circumſtances of Time and Things, in order to 
make a Judgment. Tis not every private Chriſtian 
who is qualify*d to do this: And if he preſumes upon 
his own Judgment wholly, without ſuch Qualifica- 
tions, when he may have proper aſſiſtance, he muſt 
needs fall under the Laſh of the Apoſtle; he is proud, 
© Who knowing Nothing, And any Error, thus contract- 
d ad, is undoubtedly /inful. If then he cannot lean to 


bis own Underſtanding, where ſhould he in Reaſon have 
"- WRkecourſe, but to the Biſhops and Paſtors of the Church, 
"0 Whoſe Education, Studies, and Commiſſion demand it 
of him? And becauſe many ſuch there are, whom pri- 
0 vate Inſtruction cannot eaſily reach, when thoſe peri- 
e Nous Times of Hereſes aroſe, foretold by the Prophets 
and Apoſtles, it ſeem'd highly requiſite and neceſſary to 
„ suard againſt them by general Determinations upon 
re the Canonical Scriptures, to prevent the Infection of the 


„reh, and to ſerve the End of particular Admonition. 
his was the Method of the primitive Times; thus the 


* Vide My. Foſter's Reply, page 35. 
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firſt Chriſtians were arm'd againſt Errors by the Judg- 
ment of their Synods, and the ſtubborn and pertinaci- 
ous Heretict were cenfur'd' by the «Power of the Bi- 
ſhops and Ecelęſtaſtical Governours aſſembled, and con- 
ven d, by the temporal Powers. And when Princes 
concurr'd, and Biſhops judg'd, and the Clergy of in- 
ferior degree aſſiſted, and all join'd in Prayers to 
God for his Grace, as in general Councils, regularly 
calPd and held, ought to be the never-tailing Methods, 
we may hope and believe, that the Reſult of their Rea- 
ſonings upon the Holy Scriptures are not mere“ Fan- 
and Conjecture. And in this View it will be feen, 
that the Goſpel, which gives the Power of Cenſure to 
the Church, hath not preſcrib'd a Rule, . fatal to its 
< own Cauſe and Intereſts, and calculated not to pro- 
«© mote the Edification, but Deſtruction of the Church ; 
& nor can it tend to Corfufion and Diſcord, but to 
Peace and Order.“ . 
On this Foundation ſtand National Synods; and under 
the Guidance and Aſſiſtance of their Determinations, the 
Biſhops exerciſe their Furiſdiction in their particular Diſ 
firits. And on the fame Reaſon our Synod, the Convoca- 
tion, has made fome general Determinations upon the Scrip- 
ture in Points of Faith, ſet forth in her Articles, which 
pertain to the Satute Law, and have the Sanction of 
both Parts of the Leægiſlature. Thus whilſt the Legi/- 
lature concurs to eſtabliſh Points of Faith, it joins 
indireftly in the Condemnation. of Hereſy ; and tho 
Churchmen and Biſhops are the Fudges, yet the Civil 
Power conſents ty the Sentence. 5 
Since then Timothy and Titus exercis'd this Power 
from the Ijanion of the Apoſtle, and the Biſhops from 
them have in the firſt and pureſt Ages claim'd it, and 
put it in Execution, ſince general Councils and national 
Synods have aſſum'd the Right of Cenſure, and particu- 
tar Biſhops have exercis'd it, and the Civil Powers have 


* Vide Nr. Foſter's Reply, page 55. and 57. 
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own'd and acknowledg'd it, and ſince, as we have 
ſhewn;” there is nothing in the Nature of the Thing re- 

int to it: We do infer, and mult aſſert, that tho 
chis or that Prelate, may have been, or ſhould be an 
* Enthuftaſt, or Zealot, ambitious, crafty, or ſelſiſd, as 
he is pleas d decently to word it, yet this muſt not be 
allow'd as an Argument againſt the ,tanding Force of 
this Power in the Church. It might as well be argu'd, 
that there ſhould be no Proceſs againſt High Treaſon, 
becauſe there was ſuch a Magiſtrate, as Judge Fefferies, 
And, | * 
$2condly, On the ſame Reaſon we obſerve, that all 
+ fligmatizing Metaphors, and declamatory Invectives on 
the arbitrary Prattices, and ſcandalous Enormities of 
the Church of Rome, concerning her tyranical Uſurpa- 
tion over the common Senſe, Reaſon and Conſcience of 
others, prove nothing at all in this Point againſt the Pow- 
tr, deliver'd by Chriſt and his Apoſtles to his Church, eſpe- 
cially that Church which has departed from her upon ac- 
count of her Corruptions. A Man of common Senſe 
would be apt to ſmile, ſhould any one rub the Gloſs off 
from this Argument, and propoſe it thus. The Church 
of Rome has vilely proſtituted the Eccleſiaſtical Cenſure 
to Ends of Intereſt, Power and Policy, and therefore the 
Chriſtian Church has no ſuch Power. It would be 
much ſuch another Argument in the Mouth of a Re- 
publican in the State, Many Kings have ſtrain'd their 
Authority, and exercis'd Tyranny over their Subjects, 
and therefore there is no ſuch Power, as Monarchy, or 
Regal Government, Tis ſure no Incroachment upon 
Chriſtian Liberty, if the Rulers and Governors of tha 
Church ſhould interpoſe as far, as they can with Cha- 
ity, to controul the Right of ſuch a Conſcience, as is 
lo better inform'd, than to reaſon ſo wildly. And 
the Right which a Heretick pleads for, is much more 
extravagant; for tis a Right to ſpeak Blaſphemy, and 

* Vide Mr. Foſter's Replp, page 56. 

F Pide Mr. Foſter's Reply, E= 64. 0 
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a right to put aſunder what God hath join'd together, 
the Members of ' Chriſt 5 myſtical Body. There is cer. 
tainly a wide Difference between the Condemnation of 
ſuch an Offender, and one, who asks no more, than 
to have his Opinions try'd by the Rule of Scripture, 
and not mere arbitrary Determinations of Men, This 
is the main Foundation of our Separation from the 
Church of Rome, which denounces her Anathemas a- 
gainſt us, not for chuſing Opinions, contrary to the 


Scripture, but for our Adherence to them: And her i 
Members can, with but an ill Grace, fit in Judgment Po 
upon us, as Hereticks, who deſert them for ' deſerting ſet 
that Rule, by which Hereticks are to be try'd. But 5 


notwithſtanding this Corruption of theirs, thoſe, who 
retain this Rule, ought not by invidious Reflections and pol 
Miſrepreſentations to be made odious in the Right to 
this Power of Juriſdiction, which comes together with 
this Rule, deriv'd to the Church of Chriſt, who has“ 
declar*d, That the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail again. 
her. *Tis an * idle Suggeſtion then, that this Power [tt 
ought to be diſputed with the Church, as tho it looks 
aſquint at Dominion: For the reform'd Church makes 
no claim, but what is of a ſpiritual Nature, and which Je 
therefore our Legiſlature judges not to be deriv'd from 
the State ; and the Church of England in particular, 
in her Articles, renounces every Claim of temporal Do- 
minion, refuſes Subjection to that Church, which graſps 
at it, acknowledges the King*s Supremacy in Cauſe 
Eccleſiaſtical, and renders to Ceſar the Thin s whuc 
are Cæſar's, and unto God, the Things Wt are 
God's. Further, our Church aſſumes no Þ Heretica 
ting Power : She judges Hereticks, who. are before 
made ſo ; but to make Hereticks in Policy, is peculi 
to the Church of Rome, who can thunder out Zxcommu 
nications at Will, when a King is to be dethron'd, or: 
Prince deposd for her Intereſt : But the Reform 


vier Mr. Foſter's Reply, page 66. = + Ibid. page 67- 
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Church furniſhes. no ſuch Inſtances: So that *tis cr afty 
Inſnuation, and unjuſt Aſperſion, to throw ſuch Inti- 
nations among the People with a View only to diſ- 

ſe them to receive an Argument, which cannot 
25 upon any Foundation of its own in Reaſon or 
Scripture. 

Laſtly, It ſhould be remarkd, that all “ iſinuating 
Ercomiums upon the charming and aimable Nature of 
dincerity, are nothing, at all to the Reaſon of this 
Point. They may be admitted as Airs and Graces to 
ſet off an Argument, but they are no PV againſt 


WH 


f Church Cenſure. It is indeed a Quality of a ſweet and 
o egaging Aſpect, which may make Men apt and diſ- 
a pofed to lean to her ſide; but then we muſt take Care 
tol dat we do not miſtake ſomething in diſguiſe for her, 


or whit we think we lean towards her, fall from our 
own Stedfaſineſs. The Plea of Sincerity has certainly 
ie more Force notꝛ, than it had in the Primitive Ages : 

If it ever had any Force, it ſheuld have been a uni- 
% Plea, But we find it was never admitted in 
Lee Churches from the beginning of Chriſtianity to the 
ent Time. The Reaſon of this no Doubt is, that no 


ich 

1 Heretick can be preſum'd to own, that he teaches what 

om 

lar he knows to be wrong. And the Church cannot take 
3 


onizance of the In/ide : As therefore he may be ei- 
her fully perſuaded, or not, ſhe has, as before ob- 
vd, always paſs'd Cenſure upon the outward At : 
und upon this too, ſhe mult admit her Members. If 
he Gift of diſcerning Spirils is requiſite for the Cenſure 
ff an Heretick, becauſe he may be ſincere, tis alſo re- 
Wuiſite for Baptiſm, becauſe the Catechumen may be 
ſincere, And ſince Baptiſm is neceſſarily continu'd 
the Church, we may conclude, that a Knowledge of 
e Heart 1s requiſite for neither, 
But then do not thoſe, who thus determine about 
incerity, bid adieu to the Right of Conſcience, and to 
he Exerciſe of private Fudgment ? By no means. But 
et, as the natural Right of Man is abridg'd by Hu- 
E 2 man 
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man Law, ſo Conſcience and private Fudgment. have 
their Limitation from the Laus of the Cr lian Society. 
They both muſt have their Rule, by which to paſs 


their Sentence: And every Chriſtian at his Baptiſin ſub. WW j; 
mits to the Laws of the Holy Scriptures, and leavesno Nl :: 
other Liberty, either to his 3 or his Judgment, N e. 
than is conſiſtent with his Obedience to thoſe Laws, His 4 
Oligation leaves him not at Liberty to diſpute the Fun- g 


damentals of Religion; it leaves him not at Liberty to 
raiſe Doubts and Difficulties about Things, plainly re- he 
deal d; it leaves him not at Liberty to ſet at nought 7 
thoſe Means, which God has appointed for his Edifi- ti 
cation, to deſpiſe the Admonition of the Biſhops and I hi 
Paſtors of the Church ; it leaves not the ordinary Chriſ- 05 
tian at Liberty to ſet his ſingle Opinion in Caſes of Di,. 5 
ficulties againſt the Weight of Antiquity, and the Deter- Re 
mination of the Church, of which he is a Member, ¶ pee 
made from the Canonical Scriptures, And if he has 85 
taken theſe Liberties within the Degrees of Church };; 
Cenſure, it leaves hint Liberty to refuſe Submiſſion to ¶ [jy 
that Cenſure, the Power of which we have ſhewn to fine 
be founded in thoſe Laws, which he has oblig'd him- they 


ſelf to obſerve. | ſays 
It is argu'd by a “ Learned Prelate in his Expoſition 92 


on the Articles, that in Caſe a Perſon, conſcious to yy, 


himſelf of his Innocence and Integrity, ſhould be laid 
under the Cenſure of the Church for an Immorality by 
a falſe Accuſation, that he ought to ſubmit to it for the 
Sake of Peace and Order, and to take it with Chriſti- 
an Patience and Reſignation. The ſecret Conſciouſne; 
of Innocence in this poſſible Caſe, which the Cyurcb 
could not know, would be thought but an indifferent 
Argument, againſt its Power in Immoralities: And the 
ſecret Perſuaſion is not much better in Caſes of Here. 
fres : And if Integrity will not juſtify a want of Sul. 
miſſion in the one, a firm Perſuaſion and ſincere Errer, 
will not do it in the other, | D 

| Tis 
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*Tis not juſt here to urge, that becauſe general 
Councils, and conſe 7 national S ynods and Biſbaps, 
and Rulers of the Church, are not out of all Palſibi- 
lity of Error, therefore every private Chriſtian may 
teach what he thinks fit without any other Judge to 
condemn - him, but his own Conſcience, For if they 
act upon the View of God's Glory, and a pious Re- 
gard to his Truth ; if they preſerve themſelves uncor- 


rupt and free from wardly Ends and Deſigns, if they 


hold faſt the Rule, deliver'd to them, and make their 


Judgment by it, tho *tis not impeyible they may err, 


tis much more probable, that he ſhould, who truſts to 
his own Heart and ſingle Opinion. A 
Corruption appears in outward As, the ſingle Mem- 
ber is oblig*d to look upon his Superiors with the ſame. 
Regard, to their inward Sentiments at leaſt, as he ex- 
ects they ſhould do on him. So that they ought to 

deem'd as /incere in their Determination, as he in 
lis Opinion. And their Sincerity will 2 85 their Cen- 
ſure, when his Sincerity will nor juſtify his Obſtinacy : 
ſince Zagat 6} is in juſt Meaſure due on his Side, as 
they. are veſted with Authority on theirs, * Obey them, 


ſays the Apoſtle, which have the Rule over you, 1, e. in 


Spirituals, and ſubmit your ſelves : For they watch for 
your Souls; as they that muſt give an Account. 

If therefore any one refuſes Submiſſiun upon the Cen- 
ſure of Ours, or other national Church, he ſhould prove 
ſuch palpable and manifeſt Errors in her, as the Re- 


formers objected to the Church of Rome, when the 


Nations were under her uſurp'd Furiſdiction: for a bare 


Plea of Sincerity in Opinion on his Side will not for the 


preceding Reaſons exempt him from it. And yet the 
Reformation is not hence liable to Objection, becaule the 
particular Churches only then vindicated that Right of 
Independency, which they before had, and rejected that 
Cenſure, which had no Foundation in the Holy Scrip- 
Jure. ne 

. xi. 17. 
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To conclude, It is not only not irrational, and not 
anſeriptural, but it is neither Hanſb nor rigid, it caſts no 
Imputation upon the Laws of our Bleſſed Saviour, de- 
Iiver'd by him and his Apoſtles, thus to determine. For 
this Determination is truly, and will upon due Re- 
flexion appear to be founded on the grand Bajis of 
Religion, which is Charity. If the Safety of the Per- 
fons was only to be regarded, thoſe, who plead Sin- 
cerity, might be left to the Judgment of their ow7 
Conſciences. But Chriſtian Charity extends its View to 
the Edification of the Church, and exerciſes the Eccle- 
 ftaſtical Diſcipline to prevent the growing Corruption of 
the Perſon, as a Member of Chriſt, and the Danger, 
which from thence threatens the Body: it puniſhes only 
to /ave , and excludes from Society in Order to qualify 
for it. This is the grand Rule of Rules; it was the 
Limitation, tho* it ſelf is unlimited, of the Apoſtolick 
Authority, 'by which the Biſhops and Paſtors were com- 
miſſionꝰd to exerciſe their Furiſdittion., * For thy 1 
ſhould boaft ſomewhat more of our Authority, ſays the 
Apoſtle, which the Lord hath given us for Edification, 
and not for your Deſtruction, I ſhould not be aſhan'd, 
He means, that he might be juſtified even in Boaſting 
of this Power, which was calculated to ſo good an End. 
And this End will no Doubt leave ſomething to the 
Diſcretion of the Rulers and Governors of the Church, 
in the Exerciſe of this Power, who may privately in- 
ſtruct, and adapt their publick Admonitions, who may 
defer or ſuſpend the Act of this Power, may readmi! 
or take off the Penalty ſooner, or later, according to 
the Complexion and Quality of the Hereſy, or of the 
Offender, according to the State of the Church, and 
Emigence of the Time or 2 : and this, as the Rule of 
Charity ſhall require, all 

dification of the Church, 
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hings conſider d, for the E- 


May it pleaſe the God of Mercy to haſten his King- ſt | 
dom, that ſo the Uſe of this Power ma ceaſe : that we Ii | 
may all join in the Unity of Faith, and in Certainty of 04 
Hope, looking for the Mercy of our Lord Feſus Chriſt j\ 1 
unto eternal Life ; till Faith being abſorb'd in Viſion, | | 
and Hope in Fruition, they ſhall both be conſummated 1 
in Love, and Charity ſhall have her moſt perfect Work. 1 | 
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